
 Th Thee National College Entrance ExaminationNational College Entrance Examination
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  ((NCEENCEE))
((普通高等学校招生全国普通高等学校招生全国统统一考一考试试), commonly abbreviated as the), commonly abbreviated as the GaokaoGaokao ( (高考高考;;

'Higher Exam'), is the annual nationally coordinated undergraduate admission exam'Higher Exam'), is the annual nationally coordinated undergraduate admission exam
inin  mainland Chinamainland China,, held in early J held in early J une. Desune. Despitpite the name the name, the exam e, the exam is is conductconducted ated at
the provincial level, with variations determined by provincial governments, under thethe provincial level, with variations determined by provincial governments, under the
central coordination of the Ministry of Education of China.central coordination of the Ministry of Education of China.

Gaokao is required for undergraduate admissions to all higher education institutionsGaokao is required for undergraduate admissions to all higher education institutions
in the country. It is taken by high school students at the end of their final year.in the country. It is taken by high school students at the end of their final year.

HistoryHistory

A banner on theA banner on the  HUSTHUST  campus incampus in  WuhanWuhan  congratulatescongratulates

top exam score achievers from the university-affiliated high schooltop exam score achievers from the university-affiliated high school  

BackgroundBackground

 Th The e ffirirst st GaoGaokkaao o wwas as hheleld d on on 1155 – –17 August 195217 August 1952..
[5[5]]

  

 Th The e NaNattioionnwwidide e UnUnififieied d ExExamamininatatioion n ffor or AdAdmmississioionns ts to o GenGenereraal l UnUniivveerrsisittieies as anndd
CColleges olleges mmarked tarked the start he start of tof the reform he reform of National Matriculation Tesof National Matriculation Tests Pts Policieoliciess
(NMT(NMTPP) in th) in the newe newly estably establishedlished  People's Republic of ChinaPeople's Republic of China.. With the With the
implementation of the firstimplementation of the first  Five Year PlanFive Year Plan  in 1953, the NMTP was further enhanced.in 1953, the NMTP was further enhanced.
After repeated discussions and experiments, the NMTP was eventually set as aAfter repeated discussions and experiments, the NMTP was eventually set as a
fundamental policy system in 1959. From 1958, the tertiary entrancefundamental policy system in 1959. From 1958, the tertiary entrance  examinationexamination
systemsystem  was affected by thewas affected by the  Great Leap ForwardGreat Leap Forward  Movement. Unified recruitment wasMovement. Unified recruitment was
soon replaced by separate recruitment by individual or allied tertiary educationsoon replaced by separate recruitment by individual or allied tertiary education
institutions. Meanwhile, politicalinstitutions. Meanwhile, political  censorshipcensorship  on candidate students was enhanced.on candidate students was enhanced.
FFrom rom 19621962, the NM, the NMTP TP syssystem tem was criticizwas criticized due to ited due to its s negatnegative imive impact on tpact on thehe
working working clasclass; Is; In Jn J uly uly 1966, 1966, ththe NMTe NMTP P was officially canceled and substitwas officially canceled and substitututed wed with ith aa
new admission policy of recommending workers, farmers and soldiers tonew admission policy of recommending workers, farmers and soldiers to

collegecollege..[[6]6]  During the next ten years, theDuring the next ten years, the  Down to the Countryside MovementDown to the Countryside Movement,, initiated initiated
bbyy  Chairman of the Chinese Communist PartyChairman of the Chinese Communist Party  Mao ZedongMao Zedong,, forced both senior and forced both senior and

    

 ju junnioior r sesecoconnddarary y scschhooool l ggrraadduuatateses, , tthhe e soso-c-caalllled ed ""inintteellllececttuual al yyououtthhs"s", , tto o wworork k asas
farmers in countryside villages. Against the backdrop of world revolution, millions offarmers in countryside villages. Against the backdrop of world revolution, millions of
such young people joined the ranks of farmers, working and living alongsidesuch young people joined the ranks of farmers, working and living alongside
them.them.[[citation needed citation needed ]]  

In thIn the early 1e early 1970970s, s, CChinese Chinese Comommmunist unist PPartarty (Cy (CCCPP) C) Chairmhairmanan  MaoMao
ZedongZedong  reinstated university operations. However, new students were selectedreinstated university operations. However, new students were selected
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through evaluation by athrough evaluation by a  revolutionarrevolutionary y commcommittitteeee  rather than through formalrather than through formal

academic scores. This practice continued until theacademic scores. This practice continued until the  death of Maodeath of Mao  in September 1976.in September 1976.
In late 1977,In late 1977,  Deng XiaopingDeng Xiaoping,, then under then under  Hua GuofengHua Guofeng,, t thhee  heir apparentheir apparent  of Mao,of Mao,
officially resumed traditional examinations based on academics, the National Higherofficially resumed traditional examinations based on academics, the National Higher
Education Entrance Examination, which has continued to the present day.Education Entrance Examination, which has continued to the present day.[[citation needed citation needed ]] I Inn
addition to being an important part of university admissions since its reintroduction inaddition to being an important part of university admissions since its reintroduction in
1977, the Gaokao has represented meritocracy in contemporary China and reflected1977, the Gaokao has represented meritocracy in contemporary China and reflected
strong cultural values derived from the old imperial examination systemstrong cultural values derived from the old imperial examination system..[[7]7]  

 Th The e ffirirst st susucch h exexamamiinnaattioion n afaftter er tthhee  Cultural RevolutionCultural Revolution  took place in late 1977.took place in late 1977.
 Th Therere e wwas as nno o lilimmit it oon n tthhe e agage e or or oofffficiciaial l ededuuccatatioionnal al bbaackckggrroouunnd d oof f exexaamminineeees.s.
Consequently, most of the hopefuls who had accumulated during the ten years of theConsequently, most of the hopefuls who had accumulated during the ten years of the
Cultural Revolution and many others who simply wanted to try their luck took theCultural Revolution and many others who simply wanted to try their luck took the
examination. The youngest were in their early teens and the oldest were in their lateexamination. The youngest were in their early teens and the oldest were in their late
thirties. The examinations took place in the winter of 1977, and the exam questionsthirties. The examinations took place in the winter of 1977, and the exam questions
were designed by each province individually.were designed by each province individually.

A total number of 5.7 million candidates took the national college entrance exam.A total number of 5.7 million candidates took the national college entrance exam.
Initially, only 200,000 people were to be admitted to college. Although theInitially, only 200,000 people were to be admitted to college. Although the  Ministry ofMinistry of
EducationEducation  eventually expanded enrollment, with admissions being granted to a totaleventually expanded enrollment, with admissions being granted to a total
number of 272,971 students, the admission rate of 4.8% was the lowest in thenumber of 272,971 students, the admission rate of 4.8% was the lowest in the
history of thehistory of the  PPRCRC..[[8]8]   Th Thesese e ststuuddenentts s arare e kknnoowwn n as as tthhee  Class of 1977Class of 1977..  

Starting from 1978, the examination was uniformly designed by the Ministry ofStarting from 1978, the examination was uniformly designed by the Ministry of
Education and all the students across the country took identical examinations.Education and all the students across the country took identical examinations. [[citationcitation

needed needed ]]  

However, reforms on the content and structure of the exam persisted, with one of theHowever, reforms on the content and structure of the exam persisted, with one of the
most salient issues being agency for individual provinces to customize their ownmost salient issues being agency for individual provinces to customize their own
exams. The Ministry of Education allowed the College Enrollment Officeexams. The Ministry of Education allowed the College Enrollment Office
oof f   ShanghaiShanghai  to employ an independent exam in 1985, which was the beginning ofto employ an independent exam in 1985, which was the beginning of
the provincial proposition. In the same year,the provincial proposition. In the same year,  GuangdongGuangdong  was permitted to adopt anwas permitted to adopt an
independent proposition. Beginning from 2003,independent proposition. Beginning from 2003,  BeijingBeijing,,   Tia Tiannjijinn,,   J J iaiannggsusu,,  
anandd  ZhejiangZhejiang  were allowed to adopt independent propositions. Since then, 16were allowed to adopt independent propositions. Since then, 16
provinces provinces and muand municipalities nicipalities have adopted customhave adopted customized ized examexams.s.[[citation needed citation needed ]]  

Although today's admission rate is much higher than in 1977, 1978 and before theAlthough today's admission rate is much higher than in 1977, 1978 and before the
1990s, it is still fairly low compared to the availability of higher education in1990s, it is still fairly low compared to the availability of higher education in
tthhee  Western worldWestern world.. C Consequentlyonsequently, , ththe ee examxamination is ination is highly comhighly competpetitivitive, e, causicausingng
prospective examinees and their families to experience enormous pressure. For theprospective examinees and their families to experience enormous pressure. For the
majority of examinees, the exam is a watershed that divides two dramaticallymajority of examinees, the exam is a watershed that divides two dramatically
different lives.different lives.[[citation needed citation needed ]]  

    

In 1970, less than 1% of Chinese people had attended higher education, and lessIn 1970, less than 1% of Chinese people had attended higher education, and less
than 1/1000 of the population of China was admitted to universities. In the 1970s,than 1/1000 of the population of China was admitted to universities. In the 1970s,
70% of students who were recommended to attend university had political70% of students who were recommended to attend university had political
backgrounds reflecting the political nature of university selection at the time. At thebackgrounds reflecting the political nature of university selection at the time. At the
same time, the undergraduate course system reduced the time from 4 years to 3same time, the undergraduate course system reduced the time from 4 years to 3
years. According to incomplete statistics, from 1966 to 1977, institutions of higheryears. According to incomplete statistics, from 1966 to 1977, institutions of higher
learning recruited 940,000 people who belonged to the worker-peasant-soldierlearning recruited 940,000 people who belonged to the worker-peasant-soldier
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group.group.[[citation needed citation needed ]]  

For most provinces, the National Higher Education Entrance Examination is heldFor most provinces, the National Higher Education Entrance Examination is held
once a year; however, some provinces hold examinations twice a year, with theonce a year; however, some provinces hold examinations twice a year, with the
additional exam additional exam referred to as the Sreferred to as the Spring Epring Entntrance Erance Examxamination. Pination. Prior to 2003rior to 2003, the, the
National Higher ENational Higher Education ducation EEntntrance Erance Examxamination ination ttook place in Jook place in J uly evuly every yery year. Itear. It
now tnow takes plaakes place every Jce every J une. Tune. This move whis move was made in consideration of tas made in consideration of the adversehe adverse
effects of hot weather on students living in southern China and possible floodingeffects of hot weather on students living in southern China and possible flooding
during tduring the rainy seashe rainy season in Jon in J uly. Puly. Partial Partial Provincial admrovincial adminisinistrtrativative unite units determs determine thine thee
scschedule of thedule of the examhe exams on 7 and 8 s on 7 and 8 JJ une.une.[[citation needed citation needed ]]  

After 2022, some provinces have instituted reforms to remove extra points forAfter 2022, some provinces have instituted reforms to remove extra points for  ethnicethnic
minoritiesminorities  and students who participated in athletic and extra-scholar activitiesand students who participated in athletic and extra-scholar activities..[9[9]]   Th Thee
changes have been gradually rolled out to 5 different groups of provinces, and havechanges have been gradually rolled out to 5 different groups of provinces, and have

been finally implemented completely as of 2025.been finally implemented completely as of 2025.
202006 Gaok06 Gaokaoao

In 2006, a record high of 9.5 million people applied for tertiary education entry inIn 2006, a record high of 9.5 million people applied for tertiary education entry in
China. Of these, 8.8 million (93%) took the Gaokao and 27,600 (0.28%) wereChina. Of these, 8.8 million (93%) took the Gaokao and 27,600 (0.28%) were

exemptedexempted ((保送保送)) as these students demonstrated exceptional merit in the quality of as these students demonstrated exceptional merit in the quality of

their work and understanding of the academic subjects. Out of the 9.5 milliontheir work and understanding of the academic subjects. Out of the 9.5 million
applicants, 5,460,500 (57.48%) were admitted to universities or colleges. Everyoneapplicants, 5,460,500 (57.48%) were admitted to universities or colleges. Everyone
else (700,000 students) took other standardized entrance exams, such as thoseelse (700,000 students) took other standardized entrance exams, such as those
designed fordesigned for  adult educationadult education  students.students.[[citation needed citation needed ]]  

202017 Gaok17 Gaokaoao

In 2017, 9.40 million students took the Gaokao, 7 million of whom were admitted intoIn 2017, 9.40 million students took the Gaokao, 7 million of whom were admitted into

colleges or universitiescolleges or universities..
[10][10]

   Th The e pperercecennttagage e oof f ffirirstst-c-clalass ss aaddmmisissisioon n (Yi (Yi BeBenn;;一本一本),),
considered to be good universities in China, varied from 9.48% to 30.5%considered to be good universities in China, varied from 9.48% to 30.5%,,[11][11]  with thewith the
lowest admission rates inlowest admission rates in  Henan provinceHenan province  anandd  Shanxi provinceShanxi province,, at less than at less than
10%.10%.[[citation needed citation needed ]]  

Below are the changes of the exam scope from 2016 to 2017 (in most areas ofBelow are the changes of the exam scope from 2016 to 2017 (in most areas of
China, where the students use the Nationwide Exam Papers in Gaokao):China, where the students use the Nationwide Exam Papers in Gaokao):

ChineseChinese  

   All the exam contents are set into compulsory examination scope.All the exam contents are set into compulsory examination scope.

MathematicsMathematics  

   EElectlectivive Ce Course 4ourse 4 – –1 (S1 (Selection of Gelection of Geometeometric Pric Proof) is roof) is remremoved from oved from ththe electivee elective
examination scope.examination scope.

    

Foreign LanguageForeign Language  

   No changes.No changes.

PhysicsPhysics  

   EElectlectivive Ce Course 3ourse 3 – –5 is changed from the elective examination scope into the compulsory5 is changed from the elective examination scope into the compulsory
examination scope.examination scope.
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examination scope.examination scope.

ChemistryChemistry  

   Elective Course 2 (Chemistry and Technology) is removed from the elective examinationElective Course 2 (Chemistry and Technology) is removed from the elective examination
scope.scope.

BiologyBiology  

    Top Topic ic 3 3 ((TisTissusue e CulCulttuurre e TecTechhnnololoogy gy of of PlanPlantts) s) is is rrememovoved ed frfroom m tthhe e elelececttivive e exexamamininatatioionn
scope of Escope of Electivlective Ce Course 1 (Biotourse 1 (Biotechnology echnology PPractractice).ice).

Political SciencePolitical Science  

   No changes.No changes.

HistoryHistory  

   Elective Course 2 (Democratic Thought and Practice in Modern Society) is removedElective Course 2 (Democratic Thought and Practice in Modern Society) is removed
from the elective examination scope.from the elective examination scope.

GeographyGeography  

   EElectivlective Ce Course 5 ourse 5 (Natur(Natural Dal Disasisasters and Pters and Prevenreventiontion) is ) is remremoved from oved from ththe electivee elective
examination scope.examination scope.

202018 Gaok18 Gaokaoao

9.75 million students attended Gaokao on 79.75 million students attended Gaokao on 7 – –8 J8 J une wune with 7,90ith 7,909,900 (or 81.13% of t9,900 (or 81.13% of thehe
total attending students) being successful in being admitted to colleges ortotal attending students) being successful in being admitted to colleges or
universitiesuniversities..[10][10]  

20202020 –  – 202022 22 CCOOVVIID-D-19 19 postponemepostponementsnts

On 31 March 2020, China's Ministry of Education announced that the 2020 GaokaoOn 31 March 2020, China's Ministry of Education announced that the 2020 Gaokao
would be postponed by one month, moving the national dates to 7would be postponed by one month, moving the national dates to 7 – –8 J8 J uly uly becabecause ofuse of
tthhee  CCOVOVID-ID-19 pan19 pandemdemic in ic in mmainlanainland Cd Chinahina..[12][12]  Students took the rescheduled examsStudents took the rescheduled exams
under epidemic prevention measures such as temperature checks, mask wearing,under epidemic prevention measures such as temperature checks, mask wearing,
and staggered entryand staggered entry..[13][14][13][14]  

AlAlththough tough the exam he exam retreturned turned to its uso its usual early-Jual early-J une slune slot in 202ot in 2021,1,  ShanghaiShanghai  deferreddeferred
its local sitting of the 2022 Gaokao to 7its local sitting of the 2022 Gaokao to 7 – –9 J9 J uly aftuly after a cityer a city-wide outb-wide outbreakreak——the firstthe first
such delay since 2020such delay since 2020..[15][15]   Yea Yearr 2022 saw a record 11.93 million registrations2022 saw a record 11.93 million registrations
nationwide, represents an increase of 1.15 million people compared to 2021, settingnationwide, represents an increase of 1.15 million people compared to 2021, setting
a new record high.a new record high.
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